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Appln. No. 09/931,466 

Amendment after Appeal Decision dated 2/2/2010 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-20 (canceled) 

Claim 21. (currently amended) [The method of using a combination catheter as set forth in claim 
19] The method of using a combination catheter having a catheter tube arid an inner medical 
element, said combination catheter having a proximal end and a distal end, the method 
comprising: 

disposing a catheter tube in a human body, said catheter tube having a distal end portion 

fixed in a first curve such that the distal end portion of the catheter tube defines a first plane: 

disposing an inner medical element in the catheter tube, said inner medical element 

having a distal end; 

forming the combination catheter into a shape in which the distal end of the combination 

catheter is disposed substantially out of the first plane for a period of time sufficient to permit 
medical use of at least one of the catheter tube or the inner medical element; 

further including the step of reforming the distal end of the catheter into a substantially 

different shape. 

Claim 22. (previously presented) The method of using a combination catheter as set forth in 
claim 21 further including the step of using the combination catheter in a medical procedure 
while the distal end of the combination catheter is in the reformed shape. 
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Claims 23-28 (canceled) 

Claim 29 (previously presented) The method of using a combination catheter having a catheter 
tube and an inner medical element, said combination catheter having a proximal end and a distal 
end, the method comprising: 

disposing a catheter tube in a human body, said catheter tube having a distal end portion 
fixed in a first curve such that the distal end portion of the catheter tube defines a first plane; 

disposing an inner medical element in the catheter tube, said inner medical element 
having a distal end; 

forming the combination catheter into a first shape in which the distal end of the 
combination catheter is disposed substantially out of the first plane for a period of time sufficient 
to permit medical use of at least one of the catheter tube or the inner medical element; 

proximally fixing the inner medical element against translation and rotation with respect 
to the catheter tube while the distal end of the combination catheter is disposed substantially out 
of the first plane; 

forming the combination catheter into a second shape, different from the first shape, in 
which the distal end of the combination catheter is disposed substantially out of the first plane for 
a period of time sufficient to permit medical use of at least one of the catheter tube or the inner 
medical element; 

proximally fixing the inner medical element against translation and rotation with respect 
to the catheter tube while the distal end of the combination catheter is disposed in the second 
shape. 

Claims 30-34 (canceled) 
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